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In a late number of the Expositor

Christao, there appeared the following

comparison, taken from a Brazilian

paper. In the town of Blumeneau,

State of Santa Catharina, the census

takers found a population of 10,812.

Of these 6,191 can read ; 10,741 are of

legitimate birth and 60 of illegitimate

birth. A good showing for a town in

which 8,623 are Protestants. Now for

the other part of the compaiison let us

take the town of Cachoeira, State of

Bahia ; the census gives a population of

8,250, of these 3,089 know how to read,

3,814 are of legitimate birth and 4,273

of illegitimate birth. The Catholic

population of this town is 6,066.

The town of Cachoeira is not any

worse than most Brazilian towns. The

same vice, which has branded more than

one-half of the population of Cachoeira

as illegitimate, prevails wherever the

deadening and corrupting influence of

Romanism holds undisputed sway.

A late number of the Revista reports

the collection made in the church of

Dous Corregos for the National Missions,

which corresponds to the sustentation

fund of the home churches. The offer-

ings included a working ox, a yoke of

steers, a colt, a hog, a calf and several

single steers. The enthe contribution

from this small rural church is estimated

as equal in value to $200. We are in-

formed by Rev. Mi-. Howell, in whose

former field the chinch is situated, that

it is a prevalent usage among these

native brethren to dedicate particular

animals unto the Lord. They are hence-

forth cared for in the Lord's name, and

then increase and then proceeds when
they are ultimately sold are turned into

the Lord's treasury.

Then benevolent contributions are

frequently made according to the law of

the tithe.

If Christians in the United States

gave out of then wealth on the same

scale as the Christians in Brazil give out

of then poverty, we would doubtless

hear no more those ominous announce-

ments aboiit the debts of the Boards

and the necessity of retrenchment.

In many parts of Brazil the priests

are teaching then people to ignore the

Civil Marriage law. This will work a

great hardship to many families in the

future, since the only marriage which

the State recognizes is the civil. The

Republic finds its most bitter opponents



66 BRAZILIAN MISSIONS.

in the priests. They are determined to

bring ruin upon it. In some cases they

seem to be very confident of then- posi-

tion and are making the most of it. We
regret to say that the present adminis-

tration is somewhat lacking in vigor, so

that the Government is hardly as strong

with the people as it was during the

first months of the establishment of the

Republic. It is not easy to shake off

the customs and prejudices of some cen-

turies of strong centralized domination.

The new ideas which link themselves

with the republican form are so different

from those which cluster about the

monarchial. Were the Central Govern-

ment guided by a strong, wise chief,

having about him a cabinet in hearty

sympathy with the republican idea,

there would be a brighter prospect.

Romish fanaticism takes in some queer

phases, and reaches into all the rela-

tions of life. In one of the northern

states of Brazil', there has not fallen any

ram for more than six months. As a

consequence, the streams of water, and

all species of verdure are dried up : liter-

ally burnt up. The season for the

early rains has passed by. Now to

remedy this trying situation, the

priests called then faithful follow-

ers together to offer prayers to the

saints, so that there may be rain. But

this was not enough. In one town, the

priests resolved upon a new method to

obtain rain. The plan was the follow-

ino- : since the saints will not favor us

by our humble petitions, we will oblige

them to come to our help. To this end,

a great procession was formed, all the

churches in the town were visited, and

the images of the saints taken from

then shrines and exchanged. That is

to say, the images of one church were

exchanged with those of another. The

reader will ask, why ? Why ! because

the saints, having been removed from

their own houses to those of others, of

course will not feel at home, and so

will want to return as soon as possible,

and this return is conditioned on the

appearance of the rains. On a late

sabbath the exchange was made. The

Roman Catholics of the town boasted

that by the following Wednesday they

would all be planting com. But their

saints seemed to be the same as the

gods of the priests of Baal, asleep, on

a journey, or not worth anything at all.

At the same time, on this Sabbath,

when everybody was in the procession, a

group of Protestant children gathered

together on a little hill and began to

sing a beautiful hymn, based on the

saying of the Psalmist, " I will look to

the hills from whence cometh my help."

Was not the spirit of these children

better than the idle superstition of the

priests ?

In other places, the saints have been

taken from their shrines and seated in

the midst of the dry bed of a river or

pond, to produce the same effect. In

order that the poor saint may not be

injured in his health and comfort, by

being exposed to the sun, he or she

causes it to rain ; so that they may get

back to the more comfortable

shelter of then shrines. Who will

not say that this is baptised

paganism, and that those who practice

such things need the Gospel? The

priests are cunning ;
they never re-

sort to these extreme measures during

those months when no one expects any

rain, but limit themselves to those times

when the rains may appeal1 any day.

Why the people do not see through
then- hypocrisy is very hard to under-

stand, except that they and then priests

are laboring under the delusion of the

lying spirit of error.
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Rev. Daniel Parrish Kidder, D. D.,

L. L. D., died at Evanston, HI., July

2!)th. He was bom in Darien, N. Y.,

October 18tb, 1815. was graduated from

Wesleyan College in 1830. He began

bis ministry in Rochester, N. Y., re-

maining tbere, bowever, only for a sbort

tune. Hi 1837 be went to Brazil as a

missionary and did an important pioneer

work in tbat country. He preacbed tbe

first Protestant sermon ever beard on tbe

banks of tbe Amazon. He introduced

and extensively circulated tbe Bible in

tbe Portuguese language in tbe prin-

cipal cities of tbe Eastern coast. He
returned, bowever, to tbe United States

in 1840.

Hi conjunction witb tbe Rev. Dr.

Fletcber, of tbe Presbyterian Church,

be issued tbe well-known book " Brazil

and tbe Brazilians." This work, although

now somewhat out of date, was for many
years regarded as almost the only

authority on Brazilian affairs. It had

much to do with directing the attention

of the Protestant Cburch to this im-

portant field.

After his return borne, Dr. Kidder oc

cupied many influential positions in the

Methodist Church. In 1844 he was ap-

pointed official editor of Sunday-School

publications and tracts for the Methodist

Book Concern, which place he held for

twelve years. Upon the establishment

of the Garrett Biblical Institute at

Evanston in 1856, Dr. Kidder was called

to tbe chair of theology and remained

in that position until 1873, when he was

called to a similar professorship in Drew
Theological Seminary, at Madison, N. J.

From 1881 to 1887, be was Secretary of

the Methodist Board of Education.

During the last years of his life he

lived in retirement at Evanston. Beside

bis book on Brazil he was tbe author of

works on Homiletics, Mormonisro and
Prayer.

A PROTESTANT REVIEW.

Brazilian Presbyterianism is singu-

larly fortunate in its journals. The

Imprensa Evangelica of the Northern

Mission, founded more than twenty-five

years ago, always bas been a power hi

the propaganda. For years as the one

Protestant publication of tbe country, it

covered all the departments of church

and mission activity, but now surround-

ed by a group of more or less special-

ized contemporaries, it finds itself able

to limit its sphere and concentrate its

powers. The Evangelista of the inter-

ior Southern Presbyterian Mission

champions the cause of the Master

against the assaults of the psuedo-

scientific infidehty so prevalent in Bra

zil. The Pulpito Evangelico of th(

Campinas Mission supplies homiletic

material and suggestions especially

valuable to tbe elders of pastorless

churches and to the scattered groups of

believers. Tbe Revista issued by the

Committee of National Missions is the

official organ of the Church, and is de-

veloping into a comprehensive religious

paper for the home and the Sabbath

school. Brazilian from the beginning,

this paper has the national flavor that

every journal edited by Americans must

lack, and in consequence enjoys a favor

that none can rival.

But while the polemic, homiletic and

social needs of the church thus are met

nothing especial has been done to bring

the high grade thought reflected in the

American and English reviews within its

reach. These articles, too long for the

columns of a weekly, too condensed to

bear abridgement, too scattered to be

available to a worker who has not access

to a library, contain rich food for

thought valuable alike to tbe Protestant

pastor and student and to the acckev
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after truth who is thing of the husks

of Romanism and infidelity. Many se-

cular newspapers would be glad to put

extracts from such articles before their

readers if they could but have access to

them and a glimpse of the literary

treasures of Protestantism would chaw
the attention of all the active minds of

Brazil. The need of a publication de-

voted to this purpose is so obvious that

at one and the same time three widely

separated workers planned for its found-

ation, and so unanimous is the spirit of

the missions and so clear- the best

method of inaugurating the enterprise

tbat the three from different missions

and widely scattered fields, all without

consultation, propose the same plan.

What so appropriate, say one and all, as

that the new University, the representa-

tive of Protestant higher education,

should take upon itself this duty. Who
so fit to take part in this work as the

men especially devoted to study and
teaching, the only men who have time

and opportunity to search out and
translate the material most needed. A
University Review for Brazil, such is

the plan that with offers of sympathy
and co-operation comes from every side.

" Then," adds a member of the Northern

Mission, " why not merge the old and

honored Imprensa in this Review ?

The Mevista should be the great paper

of the Church, the Emngelista the war-

rior of the propaganda, the JPulpito the

pastor of the elders and believers ' shut

in ' by distance and hostile surround-

ings. Let the Imprensa, under new
form and auspices, continue to fulfil the

purpose for which it was originally de-

signed and be the representative of ad-

vanced Protestant thought in Brazil."

To some this plan may seem vision-

ary. Men will ask " Where are your

Revista readers? " as they asked Simou-
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ton in *63 " Who will read a Protestant

paper ? " There are those that cling to

the "old Imprensa"' as an old-time friend.

Others will think a Review a heavy

load for an infant college ; but the men
on the field who can see probable read-

ers on every side feel that the Impren %a

will but serve its highest aim in the

change, and believe that as the founder

of the mission dared and accomplished

great things " In His Name " we may in

the same faith dare and go on.

A leading Brazilian merchant has in

his residence a large oratory filled with

the images in which a true Romanist

delights, and occupying the most prom-

inent place is the saint of his particular

adoration. On the anniversary of the

saint he made a great banquet. But the

first act was the celebrating of a special

mass by a specially invited priest. Dur-

ing the celebration of the mass, great

quantities of sky-rockets were set off to

advise high heaven, as a local paper puts

it, of the sublime devotion of this most

faithful son of the church. Once and

again during the day other dozens of sky-

rockets were burned. The climax was

reached, however, at night, when this

devoted son gathered his friends and

neighbors about his festive board, and

after all had eaten well and many toasts

were drank, the festival wound up with

a dance. All this was done on the

Lord's day and in the name of religion

and the person giving the festa is con-

sidered as exceptionally pious and de-

voted. Such a religion accords most

wonderfully with the inclinations of the

unrenewed heart of man, and we can

scarcely wonder that Christ's call in-

volving as it does so much of self-de-

nial and self-sacrifice comes to such de-

votees as an unwelcome sound.
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DOM PEDRO II.

It seems to be a difficult matter to

form a correct estimate of the character

arid public life of the late Emperor, such

diverse views are expressed by those who
have the best opportunities of knowing

the truth. So much has been published

of a laudatory character in the journals

of this country that we extract the fol-

lowing from the editorial columns of the

Rio News. It probably expresses the

sentiment prevailing among intelligent

resident foreigners. It was elicited by

Dom Pedro's latest utterance.

While we may not doubt the sincerity

of Sr. Taunay in calling the recently

published confession of faith of the aged
ex-Emperor " one of the finest, most
sincere and most respected documents
of Brazilian history," we shall most as-

suredly dispute his good judgment not
only on the document itself, but in giv-

iug it out for publication. It is without
doubt one of the most self-condemna-

tory confessions ever published. We
cannot doubt the patriotism and good
purposes of the Emperor, but the pain-

ful part of it is the self-evident fact that

while he tried so much he accomplished
almost nothing. He was a dilettante in

statecraft as well as in science and
letters, and his example had a terribly

fatal effect on every one around him.
Dilettanteism has been the bane of

Brazilian political and intellectual hfe
from the very beginning, and much of

the blame for all this must rest on the
shoulders of the man who dabbled in

everything new and then failed utterly

to engraft either the letter or spirit of

any sound measur e in the hearts of his

people. The verdict of history will not
be against his amiable and patriotic

purposes nor against his benevolence of

heart and simplicity of character, but it

will be against him as a ruler who failed

to understand the conditions which sur-

rounded him, and who failed to accom-
plish the destiny which fate had thrust
upon him. While he was dreaming of

free instruction, fine arts, universities,

philosophy, religion, and all that, fully

nine-tenths of his subjects grovelled in

ignorance and poverty. He studied the

economic questions of his day, and
then permitted a handful of land-

owners to dominate his country, and
control legislation for then own selfish

uses. He dreamed of the abolition of

slavery, while at the same time frowning
upon it as an interference with vested

rights. He desired to improve the con-

dition and extend the political rights of

his people, and yet left them at the

mercy of some of the most unscrupulous
politicians who ever manipulated an
election or directed the course of legis-

lation. It may be that there has been
no improvement in this respect since

the overthrow of the monarchy, but the

truth still must be confessed that D.

Pedro II did not . improve his oppor-

tunities to advance the best interests of

his country. In view of this fact and
because of the sympathy which we feel

for him, we heartily regret the publica-

tion of this document. It may have
been written only for the perusal of a
few old friends, and through an impulse
which he could not resist ; in such case

it was heartless to give it so great a

publicity.

We learn from the Rio JVews that the

project for a hospital in Rio which shall

be unsectarian but under Protestant

control, has been taken up anew and will

be pushed forward as rapidly as pos-

sible. The undertaking was checked

last year by the rapid increase in the

valuation of land and the committee was

unable to obtain a site before the hot

season set in. The sad experiences of

the past summer have made the enter-

prise seem more necessary than ever,

and it is now proposed to carry it out

before the next hot season, if it can pos-

sibly be done.

The proposition now is not to under-

take the erection of a costly edifice, but

to construct two or three cheap and

isolated buildings on the plan of the

barrack hospitals so successfully cm-
ployed elsewhere,
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A BOY'S VACATION.

It is the custom of the Sao Paulo

school to employ during vacation all the

mission students more than 15 years of

age as colporteurs, Bible readers, teach

ers and assistants to pastors. By this

arrangement the boys get an outing,

gain progressive experience and are

tested as to theh practical ability and

trustwortliiness.

We print herewith a letter giving an ac-

count of the vacation work of one of these

school-boys. It is printed exactly as he

wrote it and will serve to show the pro-

gress in English of the boys in the

senior preparatory class, the grade to

which he belongs.

Fartura is the valley recently visited

by Pastor Braga and party. Headers

of Miss Henderson's most interesting

description of that trip will need no
further introduction to the place and
people.

Sao Paulo, 27th February, 1891.

I left Sao Paulo the 9th of last December
in order to go to Fartura, a distant village

in the south Brazilian backwoods, one hun-

dred leagues from here, I tMnk. I was
obliged to travel by bad roads, which, on
account of the rains, were covered with mud
and were nothing more than wet, narrow
paths through the woods. I stayed there a

month preaching the Gospel and teaching

the newly converted—men and women, boys

and girls. They are very earnest

and very intelligent. I saw several

men who, with only a few lessons, had
learned to read in the Bible, and I left also

twenty pupils, who, in the short space of

fifteen days, could spell very well

the Bible verses and hymns which we
used to read and sing after school.

They have large plantations of corn, and

at present they are beginning to plant coffee,

which suits the earth there. Their houses

are very bad
;
they are made of split palm-

etto trees, which grow abundantly and
beautifully in every Brazilian wood, and the

cracks in the walls are seldom mortared.

The people are accustomed to cover their

houses with every kind of straw.

I divided the time into fifteen days in one
place and fifteen in the other, because there

are two congregations separated by about

one league.

They have promised to build a school-

house, if a schoolmaster should be sent

there.

Mr. Braga, their minister, said that he

would take the right measures for keeping

this promise.

May it please the Lord that His vineyard

may become large.

Franklin Nasoxubhto.

CURIOUS LEGEND.

In the interior of the State of Sergipe,

in Brazil, there exists a curious legend in

reference to the origin of the plates which

form the shell of the tortoise, it is this :

—

'•Once upon a time, a tortoise hid him-

self among the baggage of a vulture who
was about to make a journey to Heaven.

Arriving in the far away country, the

vulture was invited to a great festa. At

the festa the tortoise also made his appear-

ance. Great surprise was manifested

Many inquiries were made of him, as to

how he had made the journey, etc. He
was able to keep his secret. After the

festa, seeing that the vulture was about to

return to earth, he hid himself once more.

On the journey the vulture remembered

the ingratitude of the tortoise. So he

ordered an examination to be made, when

the poor tortoise was discovered, where-

upon the vulture said to him. ' Ah ! you

rogue, now you will have to pay for your
ingratitude." So the vulture ordered him
to be thrown from the cloud upon which

they were resting. The result of his fall

to the earth was that he was dashed to

pieces. Then the Virgin Mary came and
gathered the pieces together, and formed
a new shell for the tortoise ; thus giving

origin to the union of the various plates

of which the shell of the tortoise is form-

ed."
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CRUEL ROME.

BY EEV. J. B. KOLB.

The tender mercies of the wicked are

cruel. Let me recount the story of a

Romish priest of the State of Sergipe,

who during the days of his ministry was

a most exemplary man ; one who sought

to instruct his flock, according to the

light which he enjoyed ; one who really

dedicated himself body and soul to his

ministry ; one who was always ready

to spend and be spent for the poor of

the church. Mark the sequel. Some
time ago he began to preach certain

doctrines of the Apocalypse, declaring

himself to be the " man seated on the

white horse," etc. This caused con-

siderable trouble, but he continued his

studies in the Scriptures reaching other

and better conclusions in reference to

the great doctrines of the Scriptures

concerning baptism, the mass, confes-

sion and purgatory. But with this came

his excommunication from the church,

a persecution which almost resulted in

his death.

As he continued to reside in the

village in whose church he had officiated

so many years, there arose a division

among the people. Eis admirers and.

old friends did not forsake him, but

came to his house every Sabbath to hear

their priest explain the Word of God,

which he sought to do in all simplicity ;

though it must be said that he still re-

tained some of the essential doctrines

of Rome, especially those in connexion

with the Virgin Mary. Such large com-

panies of people gathered together to

hear the voice of their pastor that the

regular priest became alarmed, especially

as he was losing considerable revenue,

since the people were carrying their

children for baptism to the ex-priest,

who by the way did not exact the cus-
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tomary two milreis. We come to the

critical point of our story. The regular

priest, in connection with other leading

priests, arranged for the coming to the

village of two Capuchin monks, who
were to preach a Holy Mission, the chief

end of which was to be the extermina-

tion of the ex-priest and the subjugation

of bis followers. It is customary in

Brazil, when a priest has some dirty

work to do to send for a brace of monks
to preach the people into doing what-
ever they wish, and such is the fear that
the people have of the monks, whom
they hold to be holy men, that they
usually can be led to do as they are

commanded. The monks, or rather, one
monk came (the other having died
when about to begin the journey) and
immediately began to inflame the people
against the ex-padre with such good
effect that within a few days large

numbers of armed men agreed among
themselves that, on a certain Sabbath,
they would attack the ex-padre and his

people and not let him escape their cruel

vengeance. They openly boasted that

they would crucify him and chop his

body in pieces. A friend of the ex padre
made this sad state of things known to

the authorities, and with his friends and
the municipal judge and a party of

police appeared at the threatened house
early on the morning of the Sabbath
designated. They sought to induce the

ex-padre to leave the place. But to all

their entreaties he calmly responded.
" Let them kill me if they will, I am
ready to die with and for my people.''

At the same time two priests sought bv
their- blandishments and threats to win
the ex-priest back to "holy church."

But he was so ready with the scriptures
that they were confounded and left in
despair. To prove to the people that he
was not a Protestant he called upon a
Protestant, who was present and who
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had heard him preach, to express an

opinion as to whether he was a Pro-

testant or not. The Protestant said

" no, I do not think you are a true Pro-

testant, beeause you still teach some of

the essential doctrines of Rome." The
ex-priest called attention to what had

been said, but it had no effect upon the

crowd. Finally, after exhausting all

arguments, the municipal judge seeing

the danger imminent, said to the ex-

priest, " In the name of the authority

invested in me, you are my prisoner."

The ex-priest replied, " Very well, I re-

cognize your authority and am ready to

obey, but under protest." When matters

had reached this point, some men and

women, the friends of the ex-priest,

began such a lamentation as was sad to

hear. And as he was leaving his house

in company with the judge and his party

the people outside set up such a wailing

and lamentation, that a friend who told

us of the circumstances and who had

been present, said he was reminded of

the time when Christ passing along the

Via Dolorosa was accompanied in the

same manner. The enemies of the ex-

priest, who were going about with their

arms, seeing the civil authorities in such

force could do nothing. So passed one

of those sad days which still once and

again remind us of the dark past. These

incidents are one more justification of

the caption of this article—Cruel Rome.

In extenuation of this cruelty it is

alleged that the ex-priest is crazy. But
is this the manner to proceed with crazy

persons. Should that church which

calls herself Holy Mother Church, deal

thus with the unfortunate ? What has

become of the ex-priest ? He is to-day

a prisoner in his mother's house, and

may not see his old parishioners. He
merits the prayers of God's people, that

he may come to the full light of the

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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